Biopsies of the ampullary region in patients suspected to have sphincter of Oddi dysfunction.
Tumors of the ampulla of Vater that develop within the ampulla can go unrecognized during endoscopic examination. Patients with intra-ampullary tumors may present with a clinical picture very similar to that of sphincter of Oddi dysfunction. We wished to determine what percentage of patients initially diagnosed with sphincter of Oddi dysfunction are later found to have an intra-ampullary neoplasm. Sixty-nine consecutive patients were considered to have sphincter of Oddi dysfunction and subsequently were treated with endoscopic sphincterotomy. No gallstones were found in the gallbladder or bile duct. Patients returned for biopsies of the ampulla at least 10 days after the endoscopic sphincterotomy. Three patients (4.3%) were found to have ampullary adenocarcinoma. Thirty-six had normal results of biopsy analysis and 30 had inflammatory or fibrotic changes on biopsy specimens. No objective criteria (clinical, biologic, endoscopic, or radiographic) that would help to distinguish between an ampullary tumor and sphincter of Oddi dysfunction were identified. Biopsies of the ampulla should be performed in all patients suspected of having sphincter of Oddi dysfunction and treated by endoscopic sphincterotomy.